This information is provided as a service of the American Radio Relay League

Additional Information for Amateurs
Completing Form 605

Form 605 Requires the Applicant Sign an RF Safety Certification.

The Form 605 requires that all applicants now sign an RF Safety Certification. The certification that applicants must now
sign reads: “I have READ and WILL COMPLY with Section 97.13(c) of the Commission’s Rules regarding RADIOFREQUENCY
(RF) RADIATION SAFETY and the amateur service section of OST/OET Bulletin Number 65.” This is all well and good, but how
can you sign this statement if you haven’t seen these new rules and Bulletin 65 information? Unfortunately, FCC has not provided
this additional information in the instructions to the new Form 605!

Recognizing this need, here is the information you will need to read and must comply with. Section 97.13(c) reads:

c. Before causing or allowing an amateur station to transmit from any place where the operation of the station could cause human
exposure to RF electromagnetic field levels in excess of those allowed under §1.1310 of this chapter, the licensee is required to take
certain actions.

1. The licensee must perform the routine RF environmental evaluation prescribed by §1.1307(b) of this chapter, if the power of
the licensee's station exceeds the limits given in the following table:

Wavelength Band & Evaluation Required if Power* (watts) Exceeds

MF/HF 12m = 75 walls 23em = 200 walits

160m - 40m = 500 watts 10m = 50 watts 13em = 250 watts

30m = 425 walls VHF all bands = 50 watis

20m = 225 walts UHF SHF all bands = 250 watts
17m = 125 watts 70cm = 70 watls

15m = 100 watts 33cm = 150 waits EHF all bands = 250 watts

- Repeater stations (all bands) non-building-mounted antennas:
height above ground level to lowest point of antenna < 10 m and power > 500 W ERP
- Building-mounted antennas: power > 500 W ERP

* Power = PEP input to antenna except, for repeater stations only, power exciusion is based on ERP (effective radiated power).

2. If the routine environmental evaluation indicates that the RF electromagnetic fields could exceed the limits contained in
§1.1310 of this chapter in accessible areas, the licensee must take action to prevent human exposure to such RF electromagnetic
fields. Further information on evaluating compliance with these limits can be found in the FCC's OET Bulletin 65, "Evaluating
Compliance with FCC-Specified Guidelines for Human Exposure to Radio Frequency Electromagnetic Fields."

The Amateur Section of OET Bulletin Number 65:

In the FCC’s Report and Order, certain amateur radio installations were made subject to routine evaluation for compliance with the FCC's
RF exposure guidelines.' Also, amateur licensees will be expected to demonstrate their knowledge of the FCC guidelines through examinations.
Applicants for new licenses and renewals also will be required to demonstrate that they have read and that they understand the applicable rules
regarding RF exposure. Before causing or allowing an amateur station to transmit from any place where the operation of the station could cause
human exposure to RF radiation levels in excess of the FCC guidelines amateur licensees are now required to take certain actions. A routine RF
radiation evaluation is required if the transmitter power of the station exceeds the levels shown and specified in 47 CFR

§ 97.13(c)(1)* (see above). Otherwise the operation is categorically excluded from routine RF radiation evaluation, except as a result of a specific
motion or petition as specified in Sections 1.1307(c) and (d) of the FCC’s Rules, (see discussion in Section | of Bulletin 65 for more information).

The Commission’s Report and Order instituted a requirement that operator license examination question pools will include questions
concerning RF safety at amateur stations. An additional five questions on RF safety will be required within each of three written examination
elements (for Novice, Technician and General written exams).

When routine evaluation of an amateur station indicates that exposure 10 RF fields are or could be in excess of the exposure limits
specified by the FCC (see Bulletin 65, Appendix A {on reverse side}), the licensee must take action to correct the problem and ensure compliance
(see Section 4 of Bulletin 65 on controlling exposure). Such actions could be in the form of modifying patterns of operation, relocating antennas,
revising a station's technical parameters such as frequency, power or emission type or combinations of these and other remedies.
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